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Peaceworkers Report from the Front Lines

Palestine West Bank / Bahrain / Burma / MST / Iraq

By Nicholas Sismil, Peaceworkers Intern — Peace\&stiS.org

Palestine, West Bank:

In recent news, Palestinian actions in the WeskBeve moved more towards
constructive programme in the last month or twdetaians and international activists
have built a total of three protest villages thars Two have been destroyed but the
recent village is still standing.

The first camp was constructed on Friday, Januafy By noon, the Palestinians
announced to the world that the village of Bab{a@s (Gateway to the Sun) had been
established. A day later, there were approximatbly residents, a village council, a
health clinic, a media center, a communal kitclard the beginnings of a library. The
majority of the residents were students, activests] popular committee leaders.
However, residents of various locations in Paleséind even those from 1948 were
living there as well.

1. Activists chose the site of E1 for Bab al-shdmasause E1's exemplification of
how the Israeli government establishes “facts egifound” (settlements) on a
daily basis. In this specific area, Israel planbudd 4,000 new homes. Along
with constructive power of the protest villagewrs also a symbolic response to
Netanyahu’s settlement plan to destroy every chahegwo-state solution since
the UN’s recent decisioim accordPalestinenon-Member Observer State status.

2. Activists claimed that they would be focusingrenon the constructive actions
such as this, rather than marching in the stredist(uctive programme).

3. Once the new village was erected, Israel’s Supr€ourt ruled that the
Palestinian’s outpost could remain for six dayslevauthorities discussed its
removal. However, despite the ruling, the next dageli army officials declared
the area as a closed military zone before secimites of 500 men destroyed the
village and evicted the protesters. Approximatd&Q protesters, in attempt to
stop the village’s destruction, gathered nonvidieah the ground in front of the
tents. Injuries were reported and captured on camer

(See pictures of Bab al-shams below.)
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Activestills.org /=

The second village was created on Mgndanuary 2%tknown as Bab al-
karameh (Gate of Dignity) in Beit Iksa. The villages immediately demolished
along with its mosque and olive trees by 30 arntyicles and a bulldozer;
journalists were not allowed to take pictures. ©hthe activists, Hussam al-
sheikh, claimed that the Bab al-karameh citizenbreturn with the citizens of
Beit Iksa to continue planting olive trees anddbuild the village. He also
praised the use of constructive nonviolence asnb&t effective solution.

The third protest village was recentéveloped on Saturday, January 26

Anin, northwest of Jenin. The new village is calkdgAsra or also known as “the
prisoner’s village.” On Saturday, the governor ehid, Talal Dwaikot, and a
member of the Palestinian Legislative Council, Jarveail, attempted to enter
the village with activists but were prevented bnaddi forces. Physical clashes
occurred with the governor assaulted. The firingeaf gas was also present and
caused several injuries. The village still stamafgrmation regarding its
demolition or plans by the Israeli forces is nat k@own.
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Bahrain:

Bahrain has been extremely active each day. Themanod information feed that comes
in on a daily basis regarding protest activityvgmvhelming. The protesters claim that
they will not back down until their demands for #stablishment of a democratically
elected government is met. The Bahraini governnsealso still denying entry to the
country. Although it's not possible to provide idl activity, I've included a few recorded
accounts below:

December 17 witnessed “Bahrain’s Martyr Day” in which thousanuf
protesters took the streets of the capital to nfagkannual commemoration of
two protesters martyred by the Al-Khalifa regimelB94. Bahraini forces fired
teargas, rubber bullets, and sound grenades casesuege injuries to protesters.
S. Yousif Aimuhafda, one of the leading activisteéted: “I can see security
forces spraying pepper spray on female protesiaeciss as they mock
them/laugh.”

Hundreds of accounts report regime mercenarieskatig peaceful protesters and
firing toxic, lethal tear gas such as on Januafy 2anuary 2%, and January

On January 25 large protests were demonstrated. However thesign has
agreed to enter into talks with the government.

1. A spokesperson for al-Wefaq, the leading opposiarty, claimed,
“Agreeing to dialogue doesn’'t mean that we stoppotests.” Another
spokesperson, Khalil al-Marzook, said that the moset was ready to
partner with the ruling family and community todisolutions, but
assurance in a credible process is needed first. fééd details about how
the agreement will be reached, where it will go hod the people will
ratify it,” he claimed. The opposition’s demandslutde the release of jailed
Shiite political leaders and activists.

(See recent pictures of Bahrain protests below.)
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It's also worth mentioning that foreigners primgstaff the police force: Syrians,
Iragis, Jordanians, and almost anyone who hapjeens & Sunni with an eager to
earn a Bahraini passport. The kingdom of Saudi ilardibwever, backs most
military support. As for the protesters, suppor pamarily came from Iran.
Each Friday, before heading to the protests, maayng Shiites drive to a
mosque for prayer in a northwest coast villageechbinaz. The mosque packed
with the overflowing of worshippers displays latggnners of Iran’s Ayatollah
Rubollah Khomeini.

Lastly, there are high rates of torture from thgimee. Researching this movement
has been the hardest for me compared to othetsr&soof torture and brutality
are horrendous. Even citizens who actively podinotter about the protests have
been detained. Reported accounts of the tortuspats stars, such as Alan
Hubail, have occurred as well.

Fallujah in Iraq:

There has been a recent wave of protests in Indgteé January, hundreds of protesters
blocked the main highway leading to the Iraqi atyFallujah after 5 protesters had been
killed a day before. The protests are a serieepfahstrations against the government of
Nouri al-Maliki, the prime minister. Sunni demoragtirs are against what they see as the
increasing marginalization of Sunnis since thed&lbaddam Hussein. This may or may
not be a movement to follow, but it's catching atien quite quickly. A picture is

provided below of the protests that took place amuary 25.
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Burma

Good news in Burma. Recently, on January 29thréfe@mist government abolished a
25-year-old ban on public gatherings of more thae&ple (dated back from 1988). The
end to the ban was a strong victory for protesasrihey have demonstrated against this
in previous months. The state run Myanma Ahlin neaper said the law was being axed
because it was not in line with the constitution.

In other news, in late December the Government ameed that privately owned
newspapers would be allowed to operate startiigpil 2013 for the first time in almost
50 years. Journalists will no longer have to sulthetr work to state censors before
publications.



